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I hereby certify that this correspondence is being 

deposited with the United States Postal Service with 

sufficient postage as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: 

Commissioner for Patents, 

Washington, D.C. 20231 on October 9, 2001. 
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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

In accordance with applicant's duty of disclosure under Rules 56, 97 and 98 of the Rules 
of Practice for Patent Cases (37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98 respectively), the following 
references are provided for the Examiner. Copies of these references are submitted herewith 
along with a completed form PTO-1449. 

1. Japanese Patent No. 2880109 dated January 29, 1999; 

2. Japanese Utility Model No. 2599509 dated July 9, 1999; 

3. Japanese Patent Pubhcation No. 10-244025 dated September 14, 1998; 



0718815.02 



U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 09/845,661 
Applicant: Iwata, et al. 



4. Japanese Patent Publication No. 1 0-07 1219 dated March 1 7, 1 998; 

5. Japanese Patent Publication No. 2001-087428 dated April 3, 2001 ; and 

6. International Search Report dated August 28, 2001 . 

These references are cited only as constituting the closest art of which applicant is aware. 
It is respectfully submitted that the claims patentably define over all of the above references. A 
translation of the relevant portions of the abstracts of the Japanese patents is provided. 

No fee is believed to be payable in connection with the filing of this Information 
Disclosure Statement. If a fee is, however, deemed to be payable, please charge such additional 
fees due to deposit accoimt 20-1507. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Registration No. 36,460 
Attorney for Applicant 

Troutman Sanders LLP 
600 Peachtree Street, N.E. 
Suite 5200 

Atlanta, Georgia 30308-2216 
(404) 885-3622 
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2880109 


1/29/99 


Japan 


A63B 


53/04 


X 
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2599509 


7/9/99 


Japan 


A63B 


53/04 


X 
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9/14/98 


Japan 
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OTHER DOCUMENTS 

(including Author. Title, Date. Pertinent Pages 



International Search Report dated August 28, 2001 



EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 



EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if not in 
conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 
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